
 

How are 
shadows 
formed?  

• When light is blocked by an opaque 

object, a dark shadow is formed. An 

opaque material blocks light so we 

can’t see through it and shine a light 

through it. 

• When light is shone onto a 
transparent object, the light 
travels through it, we can see 
through it and it makes a very 
faint shadow. 

• When light is shone onto a 
translucent object, some of the 
light travels through it, we can see 
bright light  

• sources through it and it makes a 
fairly dark shadow. 

• The size of a shadow changes as the 

light source moves. The further away 

the light 

• source is, the smaller the shadow is.  
The closer the source of the light, 
the bigger the shadow. 
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