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] Liv'mg lfhings

e Animals and
peotures that

can be sorl‘ed 'ml'o differenlf 9FOUPS based an

lfheir churucl‘erislfics.
° Fossi[s are H'1e remains or lfraces of ancien} l'w'mg lrh'mgs

reserved in roc|<.

Elanl‘s are suited lo their habitas and have

elp them survive.

Adoplfalion A sPecial feakure or behaviour that helps an
animal or Plo,nl survive in ifs environment.

Nalural The way animals and Planls that are belter suited

Seleclion bo their environment survive and have more babies.

SPecies A group of [iving fhings that are similar and can
have babies fogeH'ler.

Varialion The differences belween individuals in the same
sPecies, lil(e diJ:J:eren|;J:ur colours or heights.

Fossils The remains or traces of Plo,nts and animals that
l'wed long o,go, found in roc|<s.

Habitat The P[ace where an animal or Planl‘ lives and

g rows.

Charles Darwin

Scientist who deve[oped the H‘»eorﬂ of evolulion bH

no,tura[ selechon.

GG[GPOgOS
Islonds

The P[ace where Darwin sfudied finches H‘»al‘ led

}o his |:heor3 Of evoluhon.

year 6 ]-6'/"/72 6

Year 2: Idenhfied how animals are suited to differenl habitats. Year 3: Learned how fossi[s are formed when s}udging
rocks. Year 4: Learned how environmenls can change and pose dangers bo living Hlings. Year 5: Learned about life CHC[CS

in Plo,nls o,nd o,nimo,ls. SPring Term, Yeo,r 6: Sludied characlerishcs of liv'mg H‘»ings lo clo,ssiﬂj o,nd group Hlem.

What can we learn
from fossils aboul

chonges over hme.P

What will I know bH the end of the unil? ‘

¢ Evidence of evolution comes from fossils - when
these are compared to living creatures from
today,
palaeontologists can compare similarities and
differences.

e Other evidence comes from living things -
comparisons of some species may reveal
common ancestors.

WhH am I nOL an exuc}
COPH OJ.' MH Parenls?

e Evolution is a process of change that takes place over many generations, during which
species of animals, plants, or insects slowly change some of their physical
characteristics. This is because offspring are not identical to their parents.

How are animals

e Adaptation is when animals and plants have evolved so that they have adapted to
survive in their

Darwin lfoughlr us abou}

evolu,hon.P

adopbed to suit their environments. For example, polar bears have a thick layer of blubber under their fur to
environment? survive the cold, harsh environment of the Arctic while giraffes have long necks to reach
the leaves on trees.
e Some environments provide challenges yet some animals and plants have adapted to
survive there
What has Charles e Evolution occurs when there is competition to survive.

This is called natural selection.
o Difference within a species (for example between
parents and offspring) can be caused by inheritance

and
mutations..

HOW can we exPlain lhe

PFOCGSS OJ.' evoluhon?

e Inheritance is when characteristics are passed on from
generation to the next.

[Mutations in characteristics are not inherited from the

parents and appear as new characteristics




